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This doorstop of a book from the American Academy of Pain Management (AAPM) is a mixed diverse membership. It consists of 104 chapters organized into 13 sections. The quality of the chapters varies considerably with some, such as the three chapters on facet joint interventions being very detailed, while others, especially in Section 2, , are so general that one wonders who this book is pitched at. The book commences with a self-indulgent chapter entitled written by one of the Editors, highlighting his and medicine. This self-congratulatory tone is evident in a number of other chapters, especially some in Section 3, , where the authors are clearly enthusiasts of particular treatments and, as a result, tend to provide less than balanced reviews of the topic, often quoting their own publications to addition, some of treatments recommended would not be considered current best practice and the supporting statistics quoted in some chapters are quite old. There of Section 7, , devoted to describing them in great detail.
Surgical procedures, apart from minimally invasive surgery, get very little mention. The discussion of opioids is particularly disappointing. Of the two use in chronic, non-cancer pain and the second is simply a list that could have come straight out of a pharmacology textbook. Their clinical use is not discussed at all. On a positive note, the two sections devoted to complementary therapies and electrical and magnetic therapies are a good introduction to topics that are generally not found in other similar major texts. Similarly, Section 12, , makes interesting reading that might challenge some readers.
Overall, the book has a very strong North American focus with many chapters repeating North American statistics, emphasising cost issues and the AAPM approach to pain management, especially with respect to legal issues, credentialing and practice management that have little relevance to pain medicine practice elsewhere. I would advise taking a very careful look at this book before purchasing it. This weighty tome of over seven hundred pages of text might initially seem somewhat daunting, but in fact is very readable and most informative. The thirtysix authors who have contributed to the thirty chapters update on by the same editors and essentially the same authors, published in 1999, and takes into account the considerable recent changes, particularly in tort law reform. While the book focuses on Australian health and law practices, the authors refer to precedents in other countries such as the U.K. and U.S.A. which impact on our scene.
M. CRAIGIE

Disputes and Dilemmas in Health
There are ten sections which address ethical frameworks and dilemmas, human rights, therapeutic jurisprudence and public health. Reproductive technologies, genetic research, organ donation and transplantation in Australia are dealt with, as are end-of-life issues, medical negligence law, doctors and forensic expertise and dilemmas in obstetrics and midwifery. The regulation of health practitioners and systems, quality control and accountability are also covered, a collection of high quality essays, meticulously edited into a digestible presentation. Many illustrative cases are quoted with copious footnotes on almost every page. There are thirty pages of bibliography as well as tables of cases and statutes and a comprehensive index.
As the law differs somewhat from State to State in Australia, these differences are highlighted, along with essentially consistent duplication of Commonwealth, State and Territory privacy laws.
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